Joint Press Release: EU, FAO, and Government of the United
Republic of Tanzania

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FAO Marks Symbolic Handover of Essential Equipment for Strengthening Plant Health
Services in Tanzania

Arusha, October 10, 2023 — The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), in collaboration with the
European Union (EU) and the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania held a momentous event,
the symbolic handover of essential equipment that will bolster the capacity of the Tanzania Plant Health
and Pesticide Authority (TPHPA) in strengthening plant health for enhanced food safety.

The event was held at the Headquarters of the Tanzania Plant Health and Pesticide Authority (TPHPA),
Arusha on October 10. The distinguished guest at this event was Honourable Hussein Bashe, Minister of
Agriculture.

The handed-over equipment included cars, surveillance drones, motorbikes, ICT equipment, and lab
equipment. These state-of-the-art resources are an integral part of the several deliverables of the
project "Strengthening Plant Health Services in Tanzania for Enhanced Food Safety (STREPHIT)".

Nyabenyi Tipo, FAO Country Representative in Tanzania speaking during the event said

The STREPHIT project, funded through a contribution agreement between the EU, FAO, and the
Government of Tanzania, is a testament to a shared commitment to advancing agricultural practices and
ensuring food safety for both domestic and international markets. This collaborative effort aims to
fortify Tanzania's capacity to protect plant health, thereby enhancing food safety standards and
promoting agricultural sustainability.

said Lamine Diallo, EU’s Head of Natural Resources on behalf of the EU Head of Delegation
to Tanzania.

During this significant occasion, attendees had a unique opportunity to witness firsthand
demonstrations of cutting-edge lab and drone surveillance technologies at professionally designated
booths.

echoed Prof Joseph Ndunguru Director General TPHPA



The symbolic handover event signifies a milestone of the joint efforts to improve the agricultural

landscape in Tanzania. It demonstrates the commitment to fostering sustainable practices, ensuring
food safety, and fortifying the nation's position in the global agricultural arena.

Project background information:

Strengthening Plant Health Services in Tanzania for Enhanced Food Safety (STREPHIT) is a four-year
project that addresses administrative and technical constraints relevant to plant health that deteriorate
agricultural trade and endanger food security and safety. The project’s overall budget is 10.6 million EUR
(about 28 billion TZS) with the EU contributing EUR 10 million and FAO tabling 350,000 EUR. The
Government of Tanzania has also contributed 250,000 EUR to the project. The project is being
implemented in Tanzania’s mainland and Zanzibar and is delivering the following results:

Relevant directorates of TPHPA fulfill mandates in accordance with international standards.
The capacity of plant health inspectors at export and import posts is improved.

Detection and traceability systems are operational.

Sampling and transmission procedures for export products are strengthened.

Field plant protection and surveillance service providers are better skilled and equipped.
Modern and innovative data collection and transfer practices are developed.
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For media inquiries and further information, please contact:

Victor Mapile

FAO Tanzania

Victor.Mapile@fao.org

www.fao.org

twitter.com/FAOTanzania

Kelvin Mutagwaba

Kelvin. MUTAGWABA@eeas.europa.eu
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